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Actor big on the buzz of 
acting, filmmaking 
 

JEFFREY CANNATA thrives on filmmaking by fire. About six months ago on a whim, the 
Antioch native and friends started the "scavenger film fest," in which teams are given 24 
hours to make a movie. Several groups consisting of actors, directors and others receive 
general guidelines at 8 p.m. Friday night. They then set out to write, film, edit and have a 
final cut ready for screening by 8 p.m. Saturday. 

Aside from providing a maniacally fun filming experience, Cannata says it inspired him on 
his own independent film, which had a tight, though slightly less harried, schedule. The 
untitled film is set around a bachelor party and deals with the usual issues that come up 
when a buddy is about to trade in his brotherhood for matrimony. 

As of late, however, it's not Cannata's fly-by-the-seat-of-your-pants filmmaking that's 
garnered him buzz. It's his performance as Chris in Arthur Miller's family drama "All My 
Sons," playing through March 28 at TheatreWorks in Palo Alto. 

Cannata, 27, plays the World War II vet and only living son of his father, who profited 
greatly from the war as an airplane parts manufacturer. In his profit-producing, however, 
father Joe Keller's business sold faulty parts, perhaps contributing to many pilots' deaths, 
including that of his eldest son. 

Now living in Los Angeles, Cannata says playing Chris was a dream role for him. He leapt at 
the chance to relocate for a month to take on the part. Aside from his healthy theater 
career in L.A., Cannata has also appeared on that mainstay for many actors -- soap operas, 
including "General Hospital" and "The Bold and the Beautiful." 

Q: Why was playing Chris so important to you? 

A This is one of those shows, one of those roles that someday I wanted to play before I 

got too old to play it. ... It's a fantastic role. It's one of those great American roles that 
allows you to really go across the full spectrum of emotion. He really goes on a journey in 
the play, which is really fun to act. ... You get to play such heightened levels of emotion. 
You get to really stretch yourself. 

Q: Was it surprising to do such a meaty role in the Bay Area, having moved to L.A. for the 

   



 acting scene there? 

A It's hard. In this business, often it can seem that the acting jobs are relegated to L.A. 

or New York. It's nice to come up here and see a thriving theater scene. 

Q: Was acting a calling for you? 

A Not always. I always had an interest, but never allowed myself to pursue it until high 

school. And I only did it in high school because I ran with a crew who were into it. So I 
auditioned just to try it, and one of the first things I auditioned for, I got the lead. It was 
"Inherit the Wind," a play about the Scopes monkey trial ... It really turned me on to the 
experience, and I started to do a lot more theater after that. I got into the Antioch 
community theater scene. But then when I went to college, I went in as a computer science 
major, but I had to take electives, so I decided, "Well, I'll take some drama classes." I 
started to really like it and I eventually changed my major. 

Q: What convinced you? 

A I had a teacher who was very instrumental in persuading me that this is something I 

can have as a career; it really was within my grasp ... I had a long soul-searching period, 
like, "Oh, am I going to do the safe thing, or the thing I love?" It's funny; in this country we 
sort of look down on actors, until a certain point, and then we look up to them. There's no 
middle ground. 

Q: How did the "scavenger film fest" come about? 

A There's a whole group of people who I know and admire in L.A. They're very talented, 

very funny and smart people. We were always sitting around saying, "Oh, we should just do 
something." A buddy of mine thought of this film festival where you make a movie in 24 
hours. ... This motivation grew out of that: "We can really do something if we just get off 
the couch and do it." 

-- Cassandra Braun 

 


